STUDENT'S LIFE.

I. Read the following text:
The demand for competent specialists has grown in our time. Our young people are taking full advantage of their right for education. Those who call themselves students today will become working people tomorrow and their socio-political stand and knowledge will largely determine the country's future.

According to the dictionary, the Latin word "Student" means "One devoted to learning". Indeed, the chief task of the student is to learn. Attendance at all lectures, seminars and practical classes is compulsory for all students. At the end of each term they must take tests on practical work and examinations on theory. But at the classes students do not only master the programme material of the higher educational establishment, at the same time they cultivate habits of researchers.

Scientific Societies

The scientific and technical revolution is sweeping the world. Today all institutions of higher learning in the country have scientific societies. The main task of these societies is to encourage students to do independent research work as early as possible. The members of such societies carry out research in a field of their choice, under the guidance of their instructors. They present scientific papers at seminars and conferences and work in different research departments of the university on a contract basis. Research results obtained by the members of scientific societies are used in practical work.

Our students do not only study but also take an active part in public life. Different forms of volunteer work help young people to test their abilities in different spheres of labour and socio-political activity.

Though students have much work to do they have time for making the best of their leisure. Students participate in concerts, etc. Very often students go on excursions to local places of interest, visit museums and art galleries. Those who go in for sports are frequent visitors to the sports grounds and swimming pools.

Our students live in comfortable hostels. The students are mainly Belorussians but there are plenty of others including Russians, Chinese, Vietnamese, etc. As one can see there is a variety of races, religions and points of view. But it is strange how quickly all of them have become united in their membership of the University and in their loyalty to it. The rooms have a pleasant outlook and are pleasingly furnished to suit all the needs of the students.

II. Answer the questions:

 Are our young people taking full advantage of their right for education?

 What is the chief task of our students?

 Do our students cultivate habits of researchers?

 Our students take an active part in public life, don’t they?

 What possibilities for cultural rests do our students have?

III. Speak on the following topics:
 The first day at the University.

 At the classes.

 Students’ research work

 Social life.

 Sport and games.

 At the hostel.

IV. Agrees or disagrees to the following statements. Use the introductory phrases (You are right; I quite agree with you; That’s wrong; I don’t agree with you; You are mistaken).

1. Nowadays the demand for competent has greatly decreased. 2.Those who call themselves students will largely determine the country’s future. 3. Attendance at all lectures, seminars and practical classes is free for all students. 4. At the classes students acquire the necessary knowledge and cultivate habits of researchers. 5. Students use their free time only for studies.

